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NCJWA NSW 97th Annual General Meeting 

Monday November 23, 2020 

 

AGENDA 

1.  Welcome  

2.  Acknowledgement of Country   

3.  Notice of meeting  

4.  Acceptance minutes AGM NCJWA NSW Division, August 26, 2019  

5.  Guest speaker Melinda Jones, President National NCJWA 

6.  Co-Presidents Miri Orden, Maxine Bachmayer, Janet Merkur’s report 

7.  Financial Report by Hon. Treasurer Barbara Shotland  

8. NCJWA NSW Charity Fund – Victoria Nadel OAM Trustee - Presentation of 

Donations 

9.  Awards 

10. Election of New Board 

11. General Business 
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Executive Board 2019 - 2020 
 

 
 
Patrons 
Bill Berman*   Paul Conway OAM    John Einfeld*   Stephen Gerstl*    Sid 
Rosenbaum* 
 
Life Members 
1975   Ludi Adler* 1986  Zara Young OAM 1998  Julie Morris* 

1975   Dolly Lambert* 1987  Phyl Glasser 1999  Esta Roland* 

1977   Ray Ginsburg AM* 1989  Anne Dryen* 2001  Miriam Stein* 

1978   Dora Abramovich* 1991  Pamela Epstein* 2004  Anne Lehman* 

1980   Anne Einfeld* 1991  Zelda Feigen OAM 2005  Vicki Steigrad* 

1981  Jill Balkind* 1991  Estelle Gold* 2007  Anne Biner 

1982  Bessie Altshuler* 1991  Claire Lake* 2007  Zina Conway OAM 

1984  Ruth Freeman* 1993  Nona Rosenbaum* 2007  Sadie Grant* 

1984  Minnie Kutner* 1995  Gleness Messiah* 2007  Robyn Lenn OAM 

1985  Ena Rychter*   1996  Kate Feigen* 2010  Dinah Danon OAM 

 

* Deceased  

 
 
 
 

Co-Presidents Miri Orden, Maxine Bachmayer, Janet Merkur 
Honorary Treasurer Barbara Shotland 
Assistant Hon. Treasurer Zena Grevler 
Hon. Secretary Karen Schwartz 
Executive Miriam Levy (to September 2020) 
 Victoria Nadel OAM (Immediate Past President)                                           

(to November 2019) 
 Ruth Osen (to September 2020) 
 Ruth Shteinman 

Merle Ware 
Suzy Wolanski (to January 2020) 
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Past Presidents of NCJWA NSW Board 
 
1923-31  Dr Fanny Reading MBE*                      

1931-33    Mrs Harris Cohen* 

1933-36    Mrs Cornfield* 

1936-48    Dr Fanny Reading MBE* 

1948-55    Vera Cohen MBE* 

1955-58    Anne Einfeld* 

1958-60    Dolly Lambert* 

1960-62    Dora Wolfensohn* 

1962-64    Jill Balkind* 

1964-72  Ray Ginsburg AM* 

1972-76  Phyl Glasser 

1976-79    Zara Cohen (Young OAM)  

1979-80  The Hon. Margaret Davis 

1980-84    Lynne Davies AM* 

1984-87  Zelda Feigen OAM 

1987-88  Estelle Gold OAM* 

1988-89  Zara Young OAM 

1989-95  Robyn Lenn OAM 

1995-97  Jan Shedlezki 

1997-98  Denise Edelstein 

1998-04  Dinah Danon OAM 

2004-07 Executive Committee: Susan Cohen*, Sylvia Langer*, Barbara Shotland 

2007-11 Dalia Ayalon Sinclair OAM 

2011-15 Victoria Nadel OAM 

2015-17 Acting Co-Presidents: Miri Orden, Anne Reid OAM, Victoria Nadel OAM 

2017-18 Acting Co-Presidents: Miri Orden, Anne Reid OAM, Maxine Bachmayer 

2018-19 Acting Co-Presidents: Miri Orden, Maxine Bachmayer, Janet Merkur 

2019-20 Co-Presidents: Miri Orden, Maxine Bachmayer, Janet Merkur 

 

 

* Deceased   
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Group Chairs 2019 - 2020 
 

Northsiders Group           Dee Hart  
Progressive Group      Anne Biner 
Shifra Group          Karen Fried, Diana Bahar, Sunny Gold 

 

NSW Division Portfolio Chairs/Co-chairs  

Council House/Building            Miri Orden 

Cuddle Bundles     Michele Brandenburger 

Days for Girls  Ruth Shteinman 

Israel Projects &            Miriam Levy 
‘Celebrating Israel Event’            
 
Media Records             Miriam Levy 

Mum For Mum NCJWA  Chair of Board: Diane Schaffer 
Directors: Maxine Bachmayer, Jenna Baskin 
(Meyerson), Daniella Gavshon, Barbara Shotland 
(Hon. Treasurer), Suzy Wolanski 
Committee: Merle Ware, Nicci Elison 
Management: Executive Director and Eastern 
Suburbs coordinator: Nadene Alhadeff 
Supported by Lyn Brand and Janet Henegan 
Northern Suburbs coordinators 

 
NCJWA Jewish Women’s Breast Cancer Network  

                           Chair:  Isabelle Shapiro OAM   
 

 
NCJW NSW Charity Fund Trustees 
                                                      Zara Young OAM, Victoria Nadel OAM,  
                                                      Robyn Lenn OAM 
 
Rebbetzin Jana Gottshall Memorial Library              

                                        Chair: Gael Hammer  
                           Committee:  Ruth Shteinman, Di Singer         

                                     Librarian: Eva Wittenberg 
 
Media/Facebook/Website/Photography:  Wendy Lessick Bookatz  

Status of Women/Social Justice 
                       Co-chairs: Nadene Alhadeff & Maxine Bachmayer 
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Representatives to Communal Organisations 
 
JCA Board of Governors                         Janet Merkur 

JCA Women’s Division                            Co-Presidents 

National Council of Women, NSW           Maxine Bachmayer 

NSW Jewish Board of Deputies               Bernice Bachmayer 

PPSEAWA NSW                                        Susan Levy, Dinah Danon OAM   

Wolper Community Service Committee  Barbara Shotland 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

AGM 2020 Report by Co-Presidents Miri Orden, Maxine Bachmayer, 
Janet Merkur 
 
Co-Presidents Miri Orden, Maxine Bachmayer and Janet Merkur have much pleasure 
in presenting the NCJWA NSW 97th Annual Report.  

NCJWA NSW’s 96th AGM was held on Monday 26th August 2019. Special 
Resolutions to amend the Constitution were put to members by Hon. Solicitor Peter 
Wayne. The amendments were passed, and three nominees can now be elected and 
serve as Co-Presidents. Miri Orden, Maxine Bachmayer and Janet Merkur were 
elected as Co-Presidents. All other board members kept their positions on the board. 
We have continued to work exceptionally well together and to build on the successes 
of the previous years.  

After the AGM and in the later part of 2019 NCJWA NSW continued to hold events, 
notably NCJWA “Celebrating Israel” marking the adoption by the United Nations 
General Assembly of Resolution 181, the Partition Plan, on 29 November 1947 calling 
for the establishment of a Jewish State alongside an Arab State leading to the 
establishment of the State of Israel. In December each year, NCJWA book club 
celebrates the life of founder Dr Fanny Reading M.B.E.. This year we had a panel of 
immigrants who came here when young and who have made it both in the Jewish and 
wider world. In December Nancy Kaufman, recipient of the JCPA Albert D. Chernin 
Award 2019, spoke about “Social Justice in Today’s Political Climate”.  

On 27 February 2020 - The Jewish Folk Centre Ha’Moadon Ha’Israeli together with 
NCJWA NSW and Australian Friends of Rambam hosted Dr Ruth Perets from the 
Rambam Hospital in Haifa Israel, the topic “Is Ovarian Cancer Really Ovarian, and 
why do we care?”. 

2 March 2020 - The first cases of person-to-person transmission of coronavirus were 
confirmed in Australia. The Prime Minister, the Hon. Scott Morrison MP, announced 
new measures and restrictions to protect the Australian community from the spread of 
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coronavirus (COVID-19) on 18 March 2020. By the 19 March 2020 the advice from the 
NSW Jewish Board of Deputies was to please think carefully before organising any 
gathering, understand the risks and consider whether you can postpone, reduce 
size/frequency or cancel the event.  By 23rd March Scott Morrison urged all Australians 
to “stay home’, cancel all non-essential travel and NSW was in official lockdown. 

We closed NCJWA NSW Fanny Reading House. Wendy Bookatz, our office manager, 
went onto a 3-day working week. Restrictions have eased and NCJWA NSW is now 
open 4 days a week. We are closed Fridays. 

Mum For Mum NCJWA - Despite and perhaps because of the COVID pandemic MUM 
FOR MUM NCJWA has grown exponentially and has supported over 200 families this 
past year. We now have 140 active volunteers. Nadene Alhadeff, executive director, 
has trained a team of 10 volunteers to help the professional staff with intakes and one 
on one supervision. We are indebted to those who have donated directly to this 
program and through the JCA and to the Wolper Jewish Hospital for their generous 
donation.  

JWBCN – Isabelle Shapiro OAM is not able to continue with the Cancer Support 
Network support group as well as the BRCA support group. Isabelle will continue to 
chair the JWBCN umbrella program.  

Cuddle Bundles - Cuddle Bundles was launched two years ago, and this past year this 
program has grown significantly in terms of the numbers of organisations and people 
they have assisted. This despite 2020 having been a most challenging year for Cuddle 
Bundles, as has been for most organisations. 

Days for Girls - Days for Girls program has managed to move forward on this important 
social project. With the arrival of COVID the Days for Girls Committee devised a mobile 
service with a team of forty-three volunteers. In this time of sudden isolation this 
provided an activity beneficial to both maker and recipients. Thousands of liners have 
been lovingly made and more are on the way. 

The Shifra and Northsiders Groups continue to meet and raise money for NCJWA 
NSW. Our sincere appreciation to Deirdre Hart, Karen Fried, Diana Bahar and Sunny 
Gold. 

NCJWA Council Shabbat was held at the Sephardi Synagogue on Saturday 7th March 
2020. Rabbi Chriqui praised the work of the NCJWA NSW for giving assistance to 
women, girls and babies in need. Rabbi referred to the courage of Queen Esther in 
saving the lives of the Jews of Shushan. 

National NCJWA have organised many zoom events onto which many of our section 
members have participated. 
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NCJWA NSW continues to be represented at the National Council of Women NSW 
and NCJWA NSW delegates are represented at PPSEAWA and at the NSW Jewish 
Board of Deputies. We are represented on the Wolper Community Services 
committee. 

The Charity Fund continues to support worthy causes within the Jewish and wider 
community in Australia. Trustees are Zara Young OAM, Victoria Nadel OAM and 
Robyn Lenn OAM.  

During the year Victoria Nadel OAM, Suzy Wolanski, Miriam Levy and Ruth Osen 
stepped down from the Executive Board. We thank them for their enormous dedication, 
wonderful contribution and many years of dedicated service to NCJWA NSW. They 
continue to support NCJWA NSW in other roles. 

We thank our dedicated Board for their work over the past year. 

We are very appreciative for the support and wisdom of our Honorary Solicitor Peter 
Wayne of Peter M Wayne and Associates. Peter’s help is all-important to our 
organisation.  We sincerely thank our auditor Grant Feitelberg of Hymans Feitelberg 
Chartered Accountants for his work. 

We thank Alan Joffee and his wonderful team of able men who help us with hall setup 
whenever needed. What would Wendy do without you? 

We are exceptionally fortunate to have Nadene Alhadeff as the Executive Director of 
MUM FOR MUM NCJWA and thank her for her hard work and passion. 

Thank you to our Office Manager Wendy Bookatz. Wendy manages our office, hall 
hire, media including producing videos, updating our website, Facebook and is our 
resident photographer. Our thanks to Jennifer Herman our bookkeeper for her 
exceptionally professional work. 

In Marlo L Newton’s book “Making A Difference” Newton shares the words of Sydney 
Einfeld, past president ECAJ, about Dr Fanny Reading MBE, founder of NCJWA NSW. 
“Long before any talk of Women’s Liberation she taught the women of our community 
in Australia that there was work to be done and goals to be reached and together they 
could achieve magnificent results”.   

We look forward to the year ahead and to continue to work together with Fanny 
Reading’s vision of ‘Making A Difference’. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Recipients of Donations from NSW Division 

Australian Recipient Organisations 

• Breast Cancer Trials Australia 
 

NCJWA Israel Projects 

• Haifa Rape Crisis Centre 

• ILAN Foundation for Disabled Children and Adults – Tel Aviv 

• Ethiopian Women - Haifa University 

NCJWA NSW Charity Fund Recipients 2019-2020 

• Dress For Success 

• Jewish House 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Programs 
 
 
MUM FOR MUM NCJWA Limited 

Mum for Mum has experienced unprecedented growth this year. We will have 
supported over 200 families with 140 active volunteers, 35 of whom were trained this 
year.  

This expansion has been due to a number of reasons:  
COVID has led to a huge increase in demand for the program as mothers have become 
increasingly isolated due to families not being able to visit; mental ill health has risen 
due to physical health and financial concerns; domestic violence is on the rise, and the 
need for emotional support has risen significantly. 

COVID has also led to more volunteers on our waiting list, with older women looking 
for meaningful engagement in their lives. 

We have trained a team of 10 volunteers with the right experience and credentials to 
help the professional staff with intakes and one-one supervision. This has meant that 
we have managed to support the increase without compromising on quality of service. 
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We have also used the experience of COVID to train the volunteers in telephone 
counselling skills, suicide prevention and ongoing training in mental health.  Speakers 
from around the country have shared their skills on Zoom on subjects such as Birth 
Trauma and Stilbirths.  New volunteers continue to take advantage of Jewish Care’s 
offer of free Mental First Aid and Suicide Prevention Training and Bondi Cottage’s 
training in Domestic Violence. 

Thanks to a significant donation from Prof. Felicia Huppert, we have been 
consolidating our Training Manual and have developed a Train the Trainer Model for 
agencies to use in the wider community. 

Thanks to the support of the Giving Tree, the Haberman Kulawicz, Wolanski Fund, and 
the JCA allocations committee, Mum for Mum has managed to employ an assistant 
Natasha Selwyn as well as social worker Janet Henegan part time to assist with 
governance and the running of the North Shore program. 

Mum for Mum’s mothers groups have continued thanks to volunteer support helping 
to enable mothers to support each other. A Volunteer Exit Interview team under the 
professional leadership of Karen Schwartz is ensuring our program is being evaluated. 

We have been working on a communication and branding strategy with a donation of 
time and the expertise of Jason Eisner and Graham of Brandquest. 

Our CEO Nadene Alhadeff continues to sit on the Board of WhamGlobal International 

womens advocacy group, and on the Jewish Suicide Prevention Board.  This year she 
completed a leadership course for non-profits, the Growth Project.   

Mum for Mum is keen to focus next year on marketing and fundraising in the wider 
community so as to enable the program to have security and the opportunity to grow. 

Our program is about ensuring all babies have secure attachment with their mothers 
through volunteers creating a holding place where they can learn to manage their 
emotions and problem solve, accessing the support they need.  We do not give up on 
our mums, we do not let them fall through the cracks. 

As the founder of Secure Attachment, Dr John Bowlby said: “If a community values its 
children, it must cherish its mothers”. 
 
Nadene Alhadeff  
Executive Director MUM FOR MUM NCJWA and Coordinator Eastern Suburbs 
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CUDDLE BUNDLES 
It is hard to believe that we are approaching the completion of the second year since 
Cuddle Bundles was launched.  

This past year has seen us grow significantly in terms of the numbers of 
organisations and people we have been assisting. This is despite the fact that 2020 
has, for obvious reasons, been a most challenging year for Cuddle Bundles, as for 
most organisations. 

2019 ended with a tremendous amount of activity. We sourced and packed 25 brand 
new Christmas gifts for the children of the inmates at Shoalhaven correctional facility. 
We had been approached by Kincoppel School to afford an opportunity to a group of 
year 10 students to work with us for a morning, as part of their day of giving program. 
They assisted with the checking and cleaning of toys and the wrapping of the gifts, 
and had the bonus of being addressed by Nadene Alhadeff. 

We also sorted and packed 70 pamper packs for Mums, of which about 15 were for 
Ladies of the Land. These were handed out at Christmas time to mums and social 
workers at many of the agencies we had worked with over the year. We have 
subsequently packed several more, which were requested by Lou’s Place and 
Weave. We also packed for a number of local babies and several suitcases for 
delivery to South Africa. 

We ended the year realising that we would have to take a break on receiving 
donations as our upstairs area was overrun with contributions that we had been 
unable to get to with our focus having been on the above mentioned gifts and packs. 
We realised we would have to spend the first 2 weeks after the break just sorting 
donations. 

2020 started off with a flurry of orders and our idea of simply sorting donations for a 
week or two had to once again take second place. 

January/ February saw us packing several suitcases for deliveries to South Africa, as 
well as packing for some local babies. The South African side of our operation came 
to a sudden halt with the cancellation of flights due to Covid 19. 

However, either despite, or because of, Covid, we have increased the numbers of 
deliveries to organisations we have been working with for a while and have also 
established relationships with many new organisations. 

Our FB page continues to be a source of people finding us for the purpose of 
donating to us, requesting assistance and for us to source items we have specific 
requests for. We have also reached out on other social media pages as well for 
specific items. We recently started an Instagram page as well. 
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Despite having to close during lockdown, we still managed to fulfil requests - initially 
by working from home, putting people who were offering donations to us, in contact 
with the organisations who had sought assistance from us. We reopened slowly with 
Ella Lizor and Steph Whitmont initially holding the fort, I went back shortly thereafter, 
and Kerry Dreyer joined us. We are delighted to now have almost all hands back on 
deck, with Celia Trakman and Annette Olschefski having retuned, and a new 
volunteer, Dalya Will, who has joined us.  Although Janet Kessler is not back on 
Tuesdays, as she is currently living in Kiama, she has been a huge help in 
transporting baby furniture and clothing for us to refugee families in Wollongong and 
Nowra and has organised the donations of cardboard boxes whenever we have run 
out. 

We assist MUM FOR MUM whenever approached to provide Cuddle Bundles or 
specific items for their Mums in the program. Other organisations we have assisted 
this year are Jarrah House, Bayside Womens Shelter, Junction Neighbourhood 
Centre (JNC), AMS Redfern, Ngala Nanga Mai, Kooloora Community Centre, Lou’s 
Place, Weave, Kings Cross Early Childhood Health Centre, Gunawirra, St Georges 
Hospital, SECC, Barnados, The Royal Hospital for Woman, South Eastern Sydney 
LHD, The Crossing Kings Cross Youth Service, and CALD (People of Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse Backgrounds) in Nowra, and to individuals who approached us 
directly. 

We sent blankets to the Northern Territory Desert Winter Drive, provided `Tier 2 ‘ 
items to the Community tables at Kooloora and AMS Redfern, to the Filipino 
Cleaners, and some blankets and towels not good enough for these were sent to the 
Pet shop, while the items in really bad condition go to H & M to be recycled. 

We recently reached out to the `Shine For Kids’ through Renee Koonin, to offer to 
once again to source and pack Christmas gifts as we did last year. These have been 
put aside, wrapped and collected. 

Cuddle Bundles relies on the support of so many people, from those wishing to 
donate, to Shuli from Bold and Beautiful Hair Salon operating as our main drop off 
point, to Jodi for letting us use her home in Queens Park as a drop off point, to 
Maxine Bachmayer for being our North Shore drop off and to Hayley Brandenburger 
who was our Maroubra drop off until 2 months ago when they moved. 

Gail Beifus has singlehandedly supplied us with over 50 beautiful blankets, while 
COA and Maroubra Shule knitting groups have also continued to present us with 
beautiful blankets and knitted items. 

Rozanne Ichikowitz from Childsmart has been most generous with large donations of 
brand-new quilts, crib sheets, blankets, toys and accessories, while Boody have 
supplied us with baby socks and bibs and RHW have provided us with knitted 
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beanies. Martina Kamal very kindly donated newborn starter boxes of assorted 
brand-new baby wear from her online baby business. 

Dozens of Cardboard boxes have been donated to us by Simon Apter of Profile 
Products for the packing of our beautiful `Cuddle Bundles’, which, owing to the 
generosity of so many people, are really very substantial. 

As I have said before, Cuddle Bundles is only as good as the many people who 
donate babywear, blankets and accessories to us, the Travel angels who enable us 
to transport goods to SA, and of course our incredible team of volunteers who are 
totally committed to helping as many Mums and babies as possible. To that end, 
much time is put into collecting donations, making deliveries, and trying to source 
new outlets to assist, over and above sorting and packing every Tuesday. 

The grants from Woollahra and Waverley Councils were well spent.  

As always, we are extremely grateful to Wendy Bookatz for her support and her 
warm, friendly and welcoming attitude towards us and our pet project. 

Thank you to Nadene Alhadeff and NCJWA NSW for embracing Cuddle Bundles as 
one of their projects. 

Onwards and Upwards… we look forward to helping many more Mums and babies 
as we move into our 3rd year of operation. 

Michele Brandenburger  
On behalf of the Cuddle Bundles team. 

 

 

DAYS FOR GIRLS NCJWA 

In this tumultuous year our group has managed to move forward on an important social 
project.  Days For Girls is an established global group with which our branch of the 
National Council is linked. It addresses the plight of thousands of young women in 
impoverished places without access to sanitary care. Teams of volunteers create 
reusable sanitary kits packed into colourful cotton drawstring backpacks.  

In November 2019 Days for Girls at NCJWA NSW received a $2000 grant from 
Woollahra Council. These funds were put towards purchasing materials for volunteers 
to make liners for the Days for Girls kits in preparation for an event planned for early 
2020. With the arrival of Covid this event had to be urgently reconfigured. In May the 
Days for Girls Committee at NCJWA NSW devised a mobile service to accommodate 
to the situation of dispersed participants. A team of volunteer drivers would deliver 
materials, with instructions attached, so that makers could carry out the tasks of 
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cutting, pinning, sewing, washing and ironing materials that form part of the DfG 
sanitary care kit. The made-up batches would then be collected by the driver team.  
We called this system the Make-At-Home-Project. Forty-three makers and 
coordinators availed themselves within hours of reading the initial email call-out.  

In that time of sudden and serious isolation this provided an activity schedule beneficial 
to both maker and recipient.  

Until mass events become again possible the Make-At-Home-Project is still in play. 
Volunteers can now come to Council to deliver their made goods and pick up more 
from ready-made batches of materials. As of this writing thousands of liners have been 
lovingly made and more are on the way. 

In May 2020 the story of how NCJWA NSW formed its Days for Girls committee and 
the Make-At-Home-Project was covered in the magazine of the International Council 
of Jewish Women.  

From the outset the project proved so productive that a mycause fundraiser in June 
was set up as materials were running low.  $3,010 was raised - a wonderful 
achievement for Days for Girls!  

In September 2020 the committee contacted Spotlight informing them of the project 
and was rewarded with the generous donation of a much-needed overlocking machine 
to be used by several experienced volunteers.  

In the same month Ruth Shteinman joined the head of Ascham School community 
services in a panel on volunteering set up by Woollahra Council. 

As a result, the Days for Girls committee has been asked by Ascham and Reddam 
schools to coordinate events. Such school events have three dimensions – education, 
hands on making, and fundraising. The students are educated about the plight of their 
female counterparts worldwide who have to miss school when menstruating due to 
lack of sanitary care. They become involved in the making of the product and are also 
encouraged to raise funds or donate materials leading up to the event. 

In December the Days for Girls Committee will host an end of year get-together to 
discuss plans for 2021 and provide all volunteers the opportunity to meet each other 
and revel in all the hard work that has been achieved in the prolongued isolation. 

Ruth Shteinman 
Chair Days for Girls NCJWA 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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GROUP REPORTS 

NORTHSIDERS 
 
October 2019 
 
We visited the S H Ervin Gallery to view the Portia Geach Women’s Portrait Prize. We 
were all impressed by the varied and inspiring paintings, and enjoyed discussing them 
over a lunch afterwards. 
 
December 2019 End of the year get together 
 
Our very well attended annual end of year function was a combined book talk and 
champagne brunch held at the home of a Northsiders member. 
 
Dr Ruth Ratner spoke about her recently published novel ‘Dance me to the End of 
Time’, which explores the complicated issues of growing up in a Holocaust survivor’s 
household where those dreadful years are not spoken of.  
  
This was followed by lively discussion and a bring and share brunch. 
 
Both these events were fund raisers for NCJWA NSW projects. 
 
COVID Newsletter 
 
As our planned activities for 2020 were cancelled due to COVID restrictions, we kept 
in touch by contributing to a newsletter at the time of the High Holidays and giving 
accounts of how we had been keeping occupied and positive during this time of 
restrictions and social distancing. 
 
Dee Hart 
Chair Northsiders Group     
 

SHIFRA  

In 2019, the Shifra group organised one function. This was the annual Break Up Party, 
in December, at the Eastern Suburbs Leagues Club. 

As a result, a donation was made to Council. 

This year, because of the Coronavirus, we did not arrange any other events nor hold 
an AGM.  

Shifra members continued their support of Council by attending its functions. 
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These included a presentation on the topic of Social Justice and a combined Founder’s 
Day and Book Club event. In addition, some of us took part in the Celebrating Israel 
function.  

Karen Fried, Diana Bahar and Sunny Gold 
Organising Committee 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

PORTFOLIO REPORTS 

CHARITY FUND NCJWA NSW DIVISION 

On behalf of my co trustees Victoria Nadel OAM and Robyn Lenn OAM I respectfully 
submit the following report. 

The NCJWA NSW Div. Charity Fund was set up in 1974. This fund allows members 
and friends of NCJWA to make tax deductible donations to our organisation, thus 
enabling us to contribute to local recognised charitable institutions which operate 
mainly in the areas of welfare, health and education. 

Phyllis Glasser long time trustee passed away on 9 September 2019. Phyllis 
dedicated her time not only to the Charity Fund but all aspects of NCWA NSW. She 
is sadly missed. 

We welcome Robyn Lenn OAM as the newly appointed trustee and look forward to 
working with her into the future.  

During the year under review donations were made to Dress For Success, the 
mission of Dress for Success being to empower women to achieve economic 
independence and Jewish House who support people who are experiencing trauma 
and personal crises. 

Thank you to those members who marked their special occasions by asking their 
guests to donate to the NCJWA Charity Fund in lieu of gifts.  We very much 
appreciate the generosity of members and friends and extend our gratitude to them. 

Zara Young OAM 
Trustee NCJWA Charity Fund 
 

 
______________________________________________________________  
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ISRAEL PROJECTS 
 
Celebrating Israel  
This past year 2020 is a year we would like to delete from our memory, to forget … 
but we won’t forget, just like we must never forget the birth of the State Israel, it’s 
pain and its determination to become a nation. On the 29th November 1947 the UN 
General Assembly voted on Resolution 181 thus leading to the establishment of the 
State of Israel. 

I personally have been involved with Celebrating Israel over many years and when 
Dalia Ayalon Sinclair moved back to live in Israel I decided to continue her good 
work, facing many obstacles along the way. 

In 2018 I decided to celebrate with the “Youth” of Australia. My grandson Adam Levy 
acted as Master of Ceremonies for the evening. Mt Sinai College Choir, led by Elana 
Shatari, gave us a wonderful and moving performance. 

Relevant YouTube and short films were screened, guest speakers said a few words 
and then the various Youth Groups came up on stage for a Q &A Panel "What Israel 
means to the youth today". To end the evening Ari Naar, a Moriah School pupil. sang 
“Prayer to the State of Israel”. This was a very moving ending to the night, followed 
by folk dancing and singing by all. 

In 2019 I chose to honour “The melting Pot” for our Celebrating Israel event and 
shared a short summery about the many Aliyah Groups that make Israel what it is 
today. The highlight once again that evening was the school choir from Mt Sinai 
College. Adam Levy was again MC. I was lucky enough that year to visit a few of the 
original Aliyah Camps and to think how so many thousands of wondering Jews from 
all walks of life could all live together and make Israel what it is today. 

Let us never forget....     

Let us all pray for lasting peace and happiness in this crazy world of ours. 

Miriam Levy  
Celebrating Israel Convenor/Israel Projects Portfolio 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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REBBETZIN JANA GOTTSHALL MEMORIAL LIBRARY Bookclub Report 
Founder’s Day book club event - In December each year, NCJWA book club 
celebrates the life of founder Dr Fanny Reading. On December 2, 2019 we held an 
event The Migration Experience. 

Dr Fanny came here as a migrant child with her family and no other support. By the 
time of her death, she had become a figure of national significance. 

Last year we had a panel of immigrants who came here when young and who have 
made it in both the Jewish and wider world. Sarah and Abraham were traditionally 
our very first immigrants. Where did they come from, where did they go and why? 
Rabbi Dovy Rapoport of Kehillat Kadimah spoke about that beginning. 

Our panelist Miri Orden was born in Hungary; Camille Fox was born in Egypt; Nadine 
Alhadeff was born in South Africa. All went to Israel before coming to Australia. 
Sarah and Abraham also had more than one migration experience. Why? This was 
an exceptional book club event that was very well attended.  

As with much of the planet, our Bookclub was dormant this year. 

Zoom was considered but as most of our members are quite senior, with others quite 
fully Zoomed, that did not happen. 

With gathering restrictions now gradually easing, Founder’s Day/Chanukah book club 
event ‘Season for Renewal’ with Australian Jewish News journalist Sophie Deutsch 
in conversation with Stephanie Zwi co-coordinator of Ayelet Hashachar, a socially 
progressive, collaborative, musical and egalitarian Jewish congregation in Sydney is 
scheduled for 10 December 2020 with strictly limited seating and arrangements 
according to NSW COVID-19 requirements. 

Hopefully the new year will bring more activity.  

Gael Hammer 
Chair NCJWA NSW Library/Book Club 
 

On November 2nd NCJWA NSW held its first Book Club event since the disruptions 
of the COVID crisis. This was our first ever Zoom event and happened to coincide 
with the eve of the historically crucial U.S. Presidential election.  

Just prior to Covid Ruth Shteinman had secured American foreign policy historian 
and commentator Charles Edel to address the Committee in a public forum. His 
recent co-authored book ‘The Lessons of Tragedy – Statecraft and World Order’ 
analyses US policy from its foundations until the present. As a Senior Fellow at the 
United States Studies Centre at the University of Sydney and a veteran of past 
presidential campaigns Dr Edel is a valued media pundit.  
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As with so many endeavours Covid forced a delay of this anticipated event. But 
finally, on the eve of the election and exclusive to our organisation, Ruth was able to 
introduce Dr Edel who provided a highly topical and illuminating run-down of the 
situation and then engaged with questions put to him by esteemed mediator and 
judicial educator Joanna Kalowski. The video is available at 
https://youtu.be/DYu1F2Uaito 

In a time of fast changing global conditions we were indeed fortunate to have 
secured a uniquely engaging and lucid speaker and an expert interviewer. The more 
so as this was one of Dr Edel’s final local appearances before returning to 
Washington. 

Ruth Shteinman 
Committee Member NCJWA NSW Library/Book Club 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
NCJWA NATIONAL Report by Janet Merkur Director NCJWA National 
 
The 31st NCJWA National Conference entitled, Women Unlimited, was held in the 
Caulfield Park Pavilion, Melbourne on September 8-9. Miri Orden, Janet Merkur, 
Nadene Alhadeff, Robyn Lenn OAM, Ruth Shteinman, Viki Nadel OAM and Wendy 
Bookatz attended. 

The sessions on Sunday and Monday were very informative and interesting, for 
example, Melinda Tankard-Reist, founder of Collective Shout spoke about her work in 
gathering the female voice to appeal against sexism in the media, and a panel 
discussion followed. Later in the afternoon awards were given to outstanding women 
in the various sections. The Fanny Reading Scholarship was awarded to Ruth 
Shteinman (NSW) for her leadership potential and an Honours Badge was awarded to 
Miriam Levy (NSW). 

Nadene Alhadeff was part of the Women in Leadership panel on Monday the 9th 
September 2019. Not to leave out the men, there was a session later in the day on 
What About the Boys which addressed the stereotyping of boys and men in the media 
and in society. 

On November 11th a Board of Director’s meeting was held as a teleconference. The 
meeting covered several areas arising out of the conference. The constitution changes 
were presented and the changes agreed by the majority. Regarding donating money 
to Israel, it was decided to choose the Haifa Rape Crisis Centre as the one project that 
National would continue to support. It was also agreed to support that sections to send 
funds to the project of their choosing. 
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National want to begin broad initiatives to Board members; to upskill Board members 
on how to delegate, how to run a meeting, and advocacy. There were discussions 
regarding celebrating in 2023, the 100-year anniversary of the first meeting of NCJWA 
which was held in Sydney. The issue of paying affiliation fees to ZFA, ICJW and ECAJ 
were discussed and no agreement was reached. All sections expressed that the fees 
were hard to raise given limited funding in the sections. 

Janet Merkur was contacted by NCJWA President, Negba Weiss-Dolev confirming and 
welcoming her as the NCJWA NSW representative on the NCJWA Leaders Forum. 
The first meeting was a phone conference and it was held in late December, and the 
issues of Israel Projects and quotas, Malka Leifer’s extradition, support for the NSW 
Government consolidating the Anti- Discrimination Act as well as matters concerning 
membership were discussed. A follow up lunch was held in Balaclava, Melbourne, with 
Negba Weiss-Dolev, Shirley Glance OAM, Di Hirsh OAM and Janet on Sunday the 
24th of January 2019. The support for the National NCJWA Sylvia Gelman Foundation 
and the notion of the establishment of a Code of Conduct were discussed. Janet 
couriered physical copies of the National NCJWA Chanukah newsletter to NSW. 

Amendments to the National Constitution were voted on at a meeting on Wednesday 
12th of February 2020. Janet gave her proxy vote to Negba Weiss-Dolev to affirm the 
changes. A new logo design for National is being created which will be launched on 
International Women’s Day 2020.  This was discussed in detail at the meeting. 

On Wednesday 1st April Miri and Janet attended a Zoom meeting with the National 
office and ladies from all other sections. The major outcome of the meeting was to 
schedule a Zoom event run by Melinda Jones so that other members from all sections 
could view. Presently, all sections are closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.  

Monday late afternoon on 6 April 2020 Melinda gave an amusing rendition of the 
Pesach Seder, which featured a quiz and the Seder table decorated with wild animals, 
peppercorns for lice and other fun ideas. The use of a Zoom meeting to continue our 
relationship with our members is a good idea worth our consideration in these unusual 
times. Janet followed up these ideas with a seder at Wendy’s home that featured lions, 
peppercorns for lice, a dog and a fun Seder quiz.  

National wants all sections to change their logos. We are not in favour of a change of 
logo at this time and this will be discussed going forward. 

Melinda Jones was elected President of NCJWA at the AGM on the 15th of July. New 
directors are Janet Merkur (NSW), Daniella Gozlan (Vic), Mel Drinkwater (NSW), Alla 
Melman (NSW), Rebecca Burrows (NSW), Iara Morris (WA), Karen Prior, (QLD), Brie 
Shroot, (Vic) and Jo Singer Treasurer. Initially there have been several zoom meetings 
to discuss the way forward for National and how to best serve its causes and assist 
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sections. 

Committees were established with Melinda acting as the direct coordinator. The 
Committees are Marketing and Promotions, Education and Events, Finance, 
Advocacy, and Governance. Each committee has a Chairperson. Directors chose 
which committee they would serve on based on their skills and experience. 
Committees will coordinate with work with each other and with sections and suggest 
ideas for events. The structure will be reviewed in six months. 

As its first initiative, the Advocacy committee wrote to the Israeli embassy in Australia 
strongly advocating for the Israeli government to commit to a series of measures 
following a gang rape of a 16-year-old girl in Eilat. The letter was also picked up by the 
Australian Jewish News who published this issue and part of the NCJWA letter in the 
September 4th edition 

The National Body wrote a Manifesto - What We believe, What we Want to Do, How 
we Work and What our Ideal Working Environment is. The Manifesto will guide the 
directions, aims and objectives of NCJWA.  

At the inaugural meeting, the dates of significance was discussed and made more 
comprehensive, by adding dates of importance to Jewish, Muslim, Christian and Hindu 
observers. Once complete, it will be issued to sections to use as a base from which to 
organise events of their choosing for 2020-2021. 

Furthermore, the Committee agreed to begin a list of Jewish feminist authors to be 
published on the National website, and this list will be shared via newsletter for NSW 
members shortly. It is anticipated that a reading circle as well as events featuring 
authors will eventuate from the list. The list will be added to and is being organised 
and presented by Mel Drinkwater, herself an avid reader. 

The Elul Project has begun, organised by National NCJWA and features women of 
worth and leadership within the Jewish community. Each person who has accepted to 
be a part of the Elul project has written a biography and a short piece on how we can 
all survive and stay well during Covid and during the High Holidays. These stories are 
on the NCJWA website for people to read. 

One Elul story is by Kate Beaconsfield, President of Bialik College in Melbourne who 
writes about how we all have slowed down to enjoy family meals together, without the 
rushing to be somewhere else. Family time during Covid has become central and more 
important in our lives. She feels truly blessed and appreciative of her family and calls 
for all of us to be strengthened by tightening the bonds between us and our community. 
Janet Merkur wrote her story which featured looking after children during Covid; the 
rights of the child are a passion she also advocates for as Chair of the Australian 
Kindertransport Association. 
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On Thursday June 2nd a webinar was organised by Melinda Jones and Janet Merkur 
on the topic of achieving optimal wellbeing after lockdown. Entitled Emerging from 
Lockdown- a Female Perspective, the webinar had three keynote speakers Amanda 
Gordon, a psychologist, Rabbi Jackie Ninio of the Emmanuel School and Janet Merkur 
a practising yoga teacher. The webinar was moderated by Melinda Jones. Amanda 
spoke of the importance of staying connected with friends, family and community as 
much as one can during this unprecedented pandemic. Rabbi Jackie Ninio spoke of 
staying committed to one’s own spirituality in whatever form that takes. Janet spoke of 
remaining in the present, which yoga recommends as life is impermanent and changes 
every day. To mark the importance of the webinar, members were emailed an 
individual personal practice- dealing with life after lockdown by doing warrior poses, 
mountain pose, deep breathing and balancing postures. 

The next zoom event was on Wednesday 2nd September, one of a trilogy to appear 
before the High Holidays. The three-woman panel was welcomed by Melinda Jones, 
Each panelist spoke about how their work and ideology has helped them through 
Covid. Melanie Landau, from Jerusalem spoke about the importance of prayer and 
some women wrote prayers in the chat which were read out. Some were sad and very 
moving, and others uplifting. Rabbi Dr Shoshana Kaminsky referred to Sarah and 
Hagar as women of worth through whom G-d relayed his messages. Rabbi Orna 
Triguboff who runs Kabbalah and mediation courses at the Temple Emanuel in 
Woolhara, spoke about how touching base with our inner spirit during Covid times will 
change us.  

The next zoom was on Wednesday 9th of September followed by another which 
featured baking honey cake. Both events were promoted on ncjwa.org.au website and 
were free. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN OF NSW INC. (NCW NSW) 
 
From the NCWNSW 124TH ANNUAL REPORT 2019-2020 
Excerpts from President’s report – Annie Kiefer 
 

“The NCWNSW has been and continues to be involved in a range of activities  
in relation to abused children and the legal system, to representation on various 
Boards and Councils, including the Roundtable on Aged Care, Elder Abuse, 
Domestic Violence, Communications, Sexual Harassment in the Workplace and the 
Plight of Refugees to name but a few. We continue to beaver away in all respects to 
forward the well-being of families, women, and children. 
 
I continue to represent the Council on a range of groups, including – 
• NSWN&MA Roundtable on Aged Care 
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• Elder Abuse Action Network 
• Commonwealth Bank Advocacy Council 
• NBN Broadband Advocacy Forum 
• Australian Communications Action Network 
• Commonwealth Day Council 
 
2020 has been a year of non-events. Non-social events, that is. February 2020 saw 
the last of our face to face sessions. 
 
In January we held our “Celebrate Being an Australian” Australia Day Awards. The 
eminent Professor Gabrielle Caspar was our Guest Speaker who challenged us by 
asking “Are We Leaders or Just Difficult Women!?” Her response to this question 
held many surprising and amusing responses. The students were fortunate to be 
presented with their Awards by our Patron, Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret 
Beazley, AO, QC, Governor of New South Wales. In March, one of the Australia 
Day Awardees, Dr Phillipa Higgins was also the recipient of the Pat Keill 
Commonwealth Day Award for her work on the impact of climate change on 
communities in the Pacific region and in Australia. 
 
The Australia Day Awards function was our last public event before the Coronavirus 
closed down New South Wales. We have had to adjust our lives accordingly and I 
wish to thank all our members for embracing the new technology of meetings via 
ZOOM.” 

 
Maxine Bachmayer, Janet Merkur, Bernice Bachmayer, Zena Grevler, Sari Browne 
OAM, Karen Friend and Andrea Catzel attended the National Council of Women 
NSW Celebrate being an Australian Day event representing NCJWA NSW.  Andrea 
Catzel is a professional soprano opera singer and led the anthem. 
 
I am very pleased to represent NCJWA NSW at the monthly NCW NSW meetings. 
 
Maxine Bachmayer 
NCW NSW - NCJWA NSW delegate 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

NSW JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES  

It has once again been my pleasure an honour to represent the NCJWNSW as 

Constituent Deputy, as one of 55 such Constituent deputies representing 

organizations. Serving as it does as the roof body of the NSW Jewish community it 

has worked tirelessly to protect its interests, through the President, the CEO, 
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honorary office bearers and the committees, viz. Community Relations, Education, 

Public Affairs, Shoah Remembrance Committee and the Social Justice Committee. 

Each of these committees has presented impressive events at Plenum meetings and 

on other occasions.  Networking with other communities, defending the rights of all 

communities, responding promptly to anti-Semitic incidents and promoting Israel 

have been priorities.  Missions to Israel for journalists, NGOs and parliamentarians 

have produced report-backs saying they were “life changing.”  The Board’s vision is, 

“A united Jewish community, adequately resourced, enjoying physical and political 

security as part of a harmonious, inclusive and democratic Australian society.” 

 

This year has presented unforeseen challenges and opportunities. In the Covid-19 

crisis we have been unable to meet physically so have had Plenum meetings on 

Zoom. This has enabled us to have guest speakers from all over the world, such as 

the UK, the USA and Germany, including leaders of equivalent organizations, with 

interesting similarities and differences. 

 

To quote the President in welcoming recently elected Deputies at the 

commencement of their two-year period of service.  “It is a challenging time for our 

community given the risks of the health crisis, the associated economic crisis and, for 

our community in particular, a rise in antisemitism. The challenge for the NSW 

Jewish Board of Deputies is to continue to grow our capacity and effectiveness as we 

strive to remain adaptable, and even more responsive to our community’s growing 

needs.” 

 

Bernice Bachmayer 
NSW Jewish Board of Deputies Delegate 

___________________________________________________________________ 

PPSEAWA - PAN PACIFIC AND SOUTH-EAST ASIA WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF 
AUSTRALIA 
 
PPSEAWA's monthly meetings have continued to host interesting guest speakers, 
most of relevance to the South East Asia areas., covering initiatives and activities of 
the various organisations working in that area. Donations are given to many of these 
worthwhile projects. 
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Anne Lanyon, Community Educator, Faith Ecology Network spoke on responding to 
Ecological disasters. 

Lynne Shori from Wantain PNG spoke on their Sanitation, and Women's Hygiene 
projects. 

Kim Chong from the Columbian Centre for Christian - Muslim relations addressed the 
group in October. 

At the last meeting of the year Jean Bennett, National Chair of PPSEAWA, spoke on 
her experiences attending the PPSEAWA International Conference held in Taiwan. 
This International Conference is held every 4 years, enabling participants to share the 
work of their individual organisations. 

At the Spring Luncheon, a social event as well as a fundraiser, the guest speaker 
Lynne Shori spoke again on her work improving the lives of women and girls in PNG. 

PPSEAWA supports The UN International Day of Peace held in September. This is an 
Interfaith Prayer Service where I am asked each year to read a prayer from the Jewish 
faith. It is always an honour to represent Judaism. 

The International Women's Day lunch was held on 4th March. The interesting guest 
speaker spoke of her work with the Yazidi refugees who have settled in Armidale, 
NSW.  

Due to the Covid 19 virus PPSEAWA has been unable to continue any of its activities. 

With restrictions now lifted a Meeting is planned for the end of year celebrations of the 
Festive season, where all are encouraged to bring food relevant to the season. I of 
course will be providing doughnuts. 

 
Susan Levy (Northsiders Group) 
PPSEAWA Delegate  
 



 26 

 

NCJWA NSW Financial Reports 
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NCJWA CHARITY FUND Financial Reports 
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